5th Annual Lake Mills Arts Festival a Success.
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Notwithstanding hot weather, the 5th annual Lake Mills Arts Festival on Saturday July 17 was a well-attended, successful community event, according to organizers.

The arts festival was held from 10 AM to 4 PM in Commons Park in downtown Lake Mills. In addition to featuring 58 local and regional artists, there was live music, food, and plenty of activities for kids all day.

“The festival went really well,” Sherry Misener, publicity coordinator and arts festival co-chair, said after the event. “It was a hot day, but we had a steady crowd. I heard patrons comment on the heat, but the artists said they preferred this kind of weather over rain any day. We had volunteers running around filling up water bottles and making sure everyone had water. Also, I think having the coffee vendor this year with the cold coffee drinks really satisfied a lot of people. Most of the artists had good shade.”

Glass artist Kathy Schmitz had high praise for the Lake Mills Arts Festival from an artist's perspective.

“They really get it here,” Schmitz said. “We have been in it every year since 2007 and we love it. It's an easy set-up. The people are great to work with and there's lots of space here. We just did a show where they didn't give you an extra inch, and so setting up was very difficult. But this is great and everybody is so nice and helpful.”

Bruce Griggas has volunteered at the Lake Mills Arts Festival every year that it has been going. His role was to make sure the artists were accommodated and had what they needed for the day.

“It's a really good fair,” Griggas said.” It's my fifth year working here and it gets better every year. So does the weather.”

It was Oregon WI photographer Cassius Callender's first Lake Mills Arts Festival.

“I have heard excellent things about the festival here,” Callender said. “The main thing for me is to just get exposure and have people enjoy my photos. Hopefully, it will be a successful show, but the main thing for me is not so much the selling as for people to come in and look.”

The Arts Alliance of Greater Lake Mills sponsored a 'Make it and Take it' art yard for kids at the arts festival from 10 AM to 2 PM. About 18 local art teachers and students volunteered at the art yard, helping younger children design bead jewelry, paint, and sculpt.

“We use a lot of recycled material and leftover egg cartons and things like that,” Wendy Berns, art yard coordinator, said of the 'junk art' sculpture station in the art yard. “There are oodles of good things to make art with. It's a very spontaneous process.”

“It's more fun to make art yourself than buying something that is already made,” said Mariah Frost, who brought her two children, James and Ella, to the “edible art” display provided by Waterhouse Foods coffee shop in downtown Lake Mills. Kids made sculptures out of fruit with the help of their parents and Chase Black, an employee of the coffee shop.

Mike Scott stumbled upon the arts festival accidentally while on vacation from St. Louis. 

“When I am up here visiting family, I have nothing planned,” Scott said. “It's stuff just like this that I am interested in, easy going and enjoying the culture up here. I got lucky. On the one day it's here, I'm here too.”

Scott said he might go back to St. Louis with some new art work.

“One of my nieces had a birthday and the car was loaded with birthday presents when we came up,” Scott said. “But the presents aren't going back, so we have some extra space for some art work if it piques our interest.”

Eight Lake Mills businesses were Purchase Award Investors at the Arts Festival, pledging a minimum amount of money they would use to buy art at the festival for their businesses. 

The businesses were American Family Insurance (painter Paul Dominquez), The Beveled Edge (Paul Dominquez), Dental Associates of Lake Mills (sculptor Paul Dettmann), Environmental Compliance Systems (painter Steve Wagner), Calamity Jane's (sculptor Japh Komassa), Goeschko Law Offices (mixed media artist Wilfred Fang), TSL Graphics (mixed media artist Kae Taylor), and Watson Ace Hardware (mixed media artist Mark Mueller).

The total amount invested by these businesses was over $1,000. 

Lake Mills dentist Juliet Slavens purchased a floral-design metal bird house sculpture from Waterford sculptor Paul Dettman. She said she will use it to adorn the exterior of her dental office.

“My office is a free standing building and out in back we have really nice flowers,” Slavens said. “The patients can sit in the dental chair and see all the lovely flowers. As I was responsible for choosing something for the whole office, I thought I would get some yard work stuff so we can put that out in the flowers out back. Maybe we will even have some birds come.” 

Three independent judges at the arts festival bestowed two $250 awards on selected artists. Best in Show for Art Work winner was Stevens Point mixed media artist Wilfred Fang and Best in Show for Display went to McFarland jeweler Wendy Meicher.

“We had an Artists Choice Award as well,” Misener said. “This has no monetary value but is chosen by the other artists at the festival, and it is just an honor award. This is a new award and the first year we offered it. The artists overwhelming chose local watercolor artist Peggy Furlin.”

Local residents Jim and Debbie Bodey purchased one of Furlin's tile paintings of three cottages on Lake Mills.

“We like the memorabilia stuff from the area,” Jim Bodey said. “Every time we bring somebody over, we always point out those three little cottages there, because they stand out among all the big houses along that shore. I always joke with my wife they'd be the only cottages we could afford on that side of the lake.”

A Lake Mills resident won the afternoon drawing for $30 in Chamber Bucks, good at many Lake Mills area businesses.

Misener estimated about 2,000 people attended the arts festival, similar to 2009 attendance, but she said the attendance didn't reflect the extra advertising effort by the 2010 Lake Mills Arts Festival committee in advance of the event.

“We were hoping we would get about 500 more people with the early advertising and Interstate signs,” Misener said. “One artist told me that some other arts festivals have other events going on at the same time that can attract bigger crowds. However, I think the benefit of having it this way is that there is just one focus. The people who come are there to look at art and hopefully buy some. I disagree with combining our event into a bigger, louder one because it would lose the art focus.”

Lake Mills artist Molly Linn-Miller, who makes handcrafted purses from recycled materials, said she participates in the Lake Mills Arts Festival to meet people and network, especially with women.

“It's a great day for women to buy things,” said Tracy Magnussen, shopping at the art festival with her daughter, Molly. 

She added with a laugh, “All the men are out golfing today, so we can write those checks out and they will never know.”

