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5th ANNUAL LAKE MILLS ARTS FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY JULY 17, 2010

Featuring Regional Artists, Live Music, and Children's Activities All Day

Lake Mills, WI, June 17, 2010 – The Lake Mills Main Street Programs’ 5th annual Lake Mills Arts Festival will take place in Commons Park in downtown Lake Mills WI on Saturday July 17, 2010, from 10 AM to 4 PM, featuring nearly 60 regional fine artists in all types of media-painting, sculpture, fiber, mixed media, pottery, and jewelry-as well as live music, food, and activities for the children all day.

“There is going to be a 'Make it and Take it' art yard for kids sponsored by the Arts Alliance of Greater Lake Mills from 10 AM to 2 PM,” Sherry Misener, Co-Chair and Public Relations Coordinator for the Lake Mills Arts Festival, said. “Then from 2 Pm to 4 PM, the Madison Art Cart comes in with different activities for the kids as well. They will have finger painting and all kinds of projects for the kids.”

The art yard will be staffed by local art teachers and professional artists who are volunteering their time via the Arts Alliance.

All Arts Festival attendees can enter to win $30 in Chamber Bucks good at Lake Mills area businesses. The drawing will take place following Arts Festival judging in the early afternoon.

A Juried Arts Festival

The Lake Mills Arts Festival is juried, meaning artists must meet stringent criteria to be eligible to display and sell their art at the Festival.

“We have a panel of three jurors who are professional artists and gallery owners themselves in a variety of media,” Misener said. “Artists have to send in three samples of their work and a picture of their booth, set up and arranged, so that the jurors can decide if the artist meets our criteria for creativity and professionalism. We want to distinguish our art fair from a craft fair that isn't juried, and make ours focus more on the individual artist as a professional.”

-more-

The deadline for artist submissions was May 1, 2010, with jurying taking place on May 6. According to Misener, the main criteria for deciding if an artist is juried into the Festival are originality, creativity and uniqueness within the particular medium. 

The Arts Festival also tries to have no more than 25% of any one type of art medium, and this is one of the criteria considered by the jury.

Artists must also be present on the day of the Arts Festival, without exception.

“The artist does have to be present the day of the Festival,” Misener said. “That is a very strict rule for any arts festival. One of the aspects of the Festival that people value most is the chance to interact with the creator of the work in which they’re interested. And the artists appreciate the chance to talk with people who like their work, too.”

Judging and Awards

There will be three independent judges present at the Lake Mills Arts Festival. Judging takes place before noon and the awards are announced the day of the Arts Festival, usually after lunch.

“The judges walk around in the morning and decide what piece of art work at the whole entire Festival is the best, in their judgment, and also who has the best overall art display,” Misener said. “The judges all have to agree unanimously on the awards, which can take some time. Awards are usually announced around 12:30 PM.”

The judges for the Lake Mills Arts Festival are different than the jurors who decide which artists will present at the Arts Festival.

Local Business Participation

Local Lake Mills businesses have the option to be “Purchase Award” investors at the Lake Mills Arts Festival.

“What this means is we ask area businesses if they want to come early to the Festival and invest in a piece of art at a certain dollar amount.” Misener said. “They have first dibs on the art work, and this guarantees the artist makes a sale. We usually have about 10 Purchase Award investors every year.”

Purchase Award investors get recognition on the Lake Mills Arts Festival web site, as do Festival sponsors. There are three sponsorship levels for the Festival, Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

“Sponsors are highly valued by the arts festival,” Misener said. “We are grateful for their support.”   

Arts Festival Legacy

The first Lake Mills Arts Festival took place in 2006, with 25 total artists and it has been growing every year since. It always takes place the Saturday after the Madison Art Fair on the Square, to give patrons an opportunity to attend both fairs and to give artists the ability to plan what regional art fairs they’d like to participate in.

-more-

“There was a year before the first Arts Festival in 2006 that was all research,” Misener said. “In that first year, we interviewed people from a lot of other successful art fairs, like New Glarus, Madison, and Watertown to decide if we really wanted to do it.” 

The Lake Mills Arts Festival has been a success every year and in 2009, 50 artists displayed their work. This year close to 60 artists will present their work in a variety of different media.

“60 artists is about the perfect size for the Lake Mills Arts Festival, because that is close to the capacity of the Lake Mills Commons Park where the Festival takes place,” Misener said. “Our artists have told us in evaluations that this is a good size, because any more than that and people start to forget which artists they have seen and where they are located.”

This year, live music will be performed for the entire duration of the Lake Mills Arts Festival, featuring local musicians The Stellanovas, The Gadjo Players, and the Lake Mills Pop Strings.

For more information about the Lake Mills Arts Festival, visit www.lakemillsartsfestival.com, or contact Sherry Misener, Arts Festival Co-Chair, at 920-723-0436 or sherry@vandregraphicdesign.com.

The Lake Mills Main Street Program advocates the restoration of the city's downtown historic district, while pursuing traditional development strategies such as marketing, business recruitment/retention, real estate development, and public improvements. For more information go to www.LakeMillsMainStreet.org.
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